
Y8

MUSIC GENERAL

MUSIC GENERAL

MUSIC SPECIALIST

MUSIC SPECIALIST

CERT II & III MUSIC

MUSIC GENERAL

Music Tuition Required

MUSIC

Practical Performance Skills: Inquiry Focus: 
My role in a large ensemble,
and its role in society

Inquiry Focus
Pathway-specific
music, the purpose of
the music they play

Writing scales &
chords

MUSIC SPECIALIST

Key Signatures,
Scales, Time
Signatures &
Rhythmic Subdivisions

Analysis & Responding to Music

Y7

Practical Performance Skills:

A soloist (with
accompaniment in a
Performance exam)

Harmonic analysis,
Transposition, Analysis
of music elements &
conventions in the
context of set works. 

Y9

MUSIC
Scotch College

Semester Only

Elective

2 year Course

Music tuition
pathway dependant

Music Tuition NOT required, but
clubs are offered to support
practical development

Y10

Y6

PERFORMING ARTS

YEAR 11 & 12

ATAR IB DPGENERAL

Concert Band Setting

Introductory Aural & Music Theory Skills:

Rhythmic Dictation, Intervals, Treble &
Bass Notation

Basic Composition Skills:

Personal instrument

Responding to Music:

Large ensemble pieces,
establishing music 

Analysis & Responding to Music:

12 Bar Blues, Programme
Music, Film Music pieces
with a focus on harmonic
analysis, score reading,
and elements.

Composition Skills:

Improvisation, Small
Group & Solo

Practical Performance Skills:

In groups and as a soloist
(with accompaniment)

Aural & Music Theory Skills:

Rhythmic & Melodic
dictation

Practical Performance Skills: Introductory Aural & Music Theory Skills: Basic Composition Skills:

Experienced Band, Emerging
Band, String / Choral
Pathway

Rhythmic Dictation, Intervals, Treble
and Bass Notation

Arranging existing
parts with
technology

Responding to Music:

Solo & ensemble
pieces, building music
vocabulary  

Practical Performance Skills:

In groups (whole class or
small bands), on either
voice, piano / keyboard,
drum kit, electric guitar,
bass guitar

Composition Skills:

Improvisation in
small groups,
compositing using
handwritten
notation and
electronic/ loops
programs
(GarageBand),
rearranging songs

Analysis & Responding to
Music: Rock genres / styles 

Introductory Aural & Music
Theory Skills:

Melodic Dictation, Treble
and Bass Notation,
Introductory Key
Signatures and Chords

Analysis & Responding to Music:

Notated Music from 1950
onwards (classical and
contemporary genres),
Music Technology – Hip
Hop and House

Aural & Music Theory Skills:

Rhythmic & Melodic
dictation within
multiple parts

Composition Skills:

Composition on live
instruments in
Western Art Music,
and music
production in
Electronic platforms
(DAW’s like Ableton)
for popular music.
Sibelius Notation
Software 

Practical Performance Skills:

In groups and as a soloist
(with accompaniment)

Practical Performance Skills:

In groups (whole class or
small bands), on either
voice, piano/keyboard, drum
kit, electric/bass guitar

Aural & Music Theory Skills:

Tonality & Chord
identification, new
instrumental timbres

Composition Skills:

Riffs & patterns
aligned with styles/
genres studied

Analysis & Responding to Music:

Pop Music (2010’s onwards)

Composition Skills:

Composition on live
instruments in
Western Art Music,
and music
production in
Electronic platforms
(DAW’s like Ableton)
for popular music.
Sibelius Notation
Software 

Aural Skills:

Year 9 Specialist Skills,
with increase in range
of melodic dictation,
chord analysis

Advancing Music Theory
Skills:

Year 9 Specialist Skills,
adding notation of
chords in Keyboard
and SATB style,
Relative Major and
Minor Key Signatures.

Analysis & Responding to Music:

Western Art Music, jazz &
contemporary / popular
styles

Practical Performance Skills:

Ensemble (whole class or
smaller groups within class)

Composition Skills &
Context:

Predominantly aligned
with
styles/genres/artists
studied

NB: Levels in italics are the preferred option for this course. However, with
new courses, Aural & Music Theory skills can be established at the
fundamental level

Aural Skills: Introductory / Fundamental / Advanced 

Music Theory Skills: Introductory / Fundamental / Advanced 

Practical Performance skills 
Soloist
May study & perform on multiple instruments if student chooses
Multiple contexts to choose from / specialise in: WAM, MT, Jazz,
Contemporary

Composition Skills 
Portfolio-based
Represents/written for a variety of ensembles and styles of student’s
choice

Historical / Cultural / Analysis Context
New course = WAM, Jazz & Contemporary 

genres/pieces/composers / performing artists studied
Designated works list studied represent various styles / artists / genres
eg. Bohemian Rhapsody, Take the A Train, Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto

Skills are applied in advanced contexts, particularly those required for
composing and playing instrument/s at a higher standard

Music Tuition NOT required, but
clubs are offered to support
practical development

WRITTEN EXAM & PERFORMANCE EXAM

NB: Levels in italics are the preferred option for this course. However, with
new courses, Aural & Music Theory skills can be established at the
fundamental level

Aural Skills: Introductory / Fundamental / Advanced 

Music Theory Skills: Introductory / Fundamental / Advanced 

Practical Performance skills 
With live audiences in solo and small group setting
May study on multiple instruments if student chooses
Breadth of repertoire across various styles is required

Composition Skills 
Acoustic instruments in groupings of the student’s choice
Electronic music creation and production

Historical / Cultural / Analysis Context
Music for Socio-Political Cultural Expression
Music for listening and performance
Music for dramatic impact, movement and entertainment (film / games)
Music and technology
Research, experimentation reports about the various contexts

PORTFOLIO BASED ASSESSMENT - no written exams

Music explored is based on the student’s individual experience and musical
journey, with teacher guidance with selection of materials

Fundamental Aural Skills
Fundamental Music Theory Skills

Practical Performance skills in ensemble (
small groups of 3-5)

Composition Skills  in ensemble 
(small groups of 3-5)

Historical / Cultural / Analysis Context
within the context of the songs chosen for their ensembles

Learning Module Topics - Certificate II (no written or practical
examinations)

Health & safety within the workplace
Performing in an ensemble 
How to work effectively with others in the music industry 
Getting to know the music industry and how it functions 
Performing short musical pieces 
How to use social media to promote your music business 
Assisting in the bump in & bump out of shows

Learning Module Topics - Certificate III (no written or practical
examinations)

How to work effectively in the creative arts industry
Performing in an ensemble 
How to plan for a career in the creative arts industry 
How to develop and apply stagecraft skills 
Understanding copyright arrangements 
Preparing for musical performances 
Developing aural perception skills
Contributing to backup accompaniment as part of a group

Pop Music (1990s onwards)

Aural Skills:

Tonality & Chord
identification, new
instrumental timbres

 Music Theory Skills:

Key Signatures,
Scales, Time
Signatures &
Rhythmic Subdivisions


